By KATE BRASER
Herald Staff Writer

SANTA CLAUS — During his
5,000-mile cross-country trek on
his trusty and weary Appaloosa
horse, Matt Parker, 25, of Ann Ar-
bor, Mich., continues to be in-
§pired by the charity of others —
charity he found Tuesday in Santa
Claus,

The Santa Claus farm of Kevin
and Julie Laswell is where Parker
hung his floppy leather cowboy
hat for a rare night of rest for him
and Cincinnati, his butterscotch-
colored, 8-year-old horse named
for the city where Parker's grand-
father died just before Parker be-
gan his adventure,

Wearing a white Northface
shirt, blue jeans, floppy leather
hat and boots, Parker looks every
part the modern-day cowboy, his
Apple iPod tucked into a leather
pouch heside his cellphone, ear-

phones visible from beneath his
“hat.

The 2003 graduate of Hope Col-
lege, in Holland, Mich., says there

- are many reasons he started his

journey from Sacramento, Calif,
to Delaware three summers ago.

If he finishes the trek, Parker
could be the first to complete the
American Discovery Trail on
horseback. The trail is the only
coast-to-coast nonmotorized recre-
ational trail in the country.

“T had always dreamed of do-
ing this, but it was about more
than the dream for me,” he said
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Matt Parker's quest to complete a 5,000-mile cross-country trip on horseback took him through Santa Claus Tuesday. Parker, 25, of Ann
Arbor, Mich., has spent three summers trying to complete the American Discovery Trall.
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Centar in Jasper, where they
live. They have been engaged
since July 2003. Page 13.
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